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	Reading Lesson: Genres
	Grade Level: 8

	Lesson Summary: Students will learn one genre of literature is informational nonfiction. The teacher will distribute youth magazines and have student groups identify features such as photos, captions, and questions. The teacher will distribute the selection and student groups will transform it into an article. Students will generate topics and outline informational nonfiction articles. Advanced learners will develop articles from their outlines. Struggling learners will listen to several excerpts and define them as informational nonfiction or fiction. They will suggest special features for the nonfiction articles. 

	Lesson Objectives:  
 The students will know…

· that informational nonfiction presents factual information on given subjects. 

 The students will be able to…
· recognize informational nonfiction.

· identify features of informational nonfiction.

· write examples of informational nonfiction.

	Learning Styles Targeted:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Visual

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Auditory

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Kinesthetic/Tactile



	Pre-Assessment:

1) Point out that one genre of literature is informational nonfiction and that it can be found in their social studies/history and science texts. Write “informational nonfiction” on the board as the head of a list. Ask where else they might find informational nonfiction (nonfiction trade books, encyclopedias, online sources, newspapers, magazines). Write their suggestions on the board.

2) Ask students what facts might be found in these sources. Write their suggestions on the board. 
3) Note any students who have little to contribute to the discussion or seem confused. 

	Whole-Class Instruction

	Materials Needed: Copies of the selection*, paper, pencils, copies of appropriate youth magazines (available from the school library), and chalkboard or whiteboard

	Procedure: 

Presentation

1) Collect a selection of youth magazines, find appropriate informational nonfiction articles, and flag them. 

2) Assign students to small groups. Give each group one of the youth magazines. 

3) Point out that the flagged articles have photos with captions and usually questions at the end. Have students make a list of features of the article assigned to their group.

4) Ask each group of students to report their findings to the class. Note interesting features on the board.

5) Keep students in groups. Pass out copies of the selection*. Have gifted readers read it while all students read along.

6) Challenge groups to transform the selection into an article, writing notes for possible photos and discussion questions at the end.

7) Have groups present potential articles and discuss their feature additions. 
Guided Practice

8) Have each group of students generate a list of possible informational nonfiction article topics.

9) List each group’s suggested topics on the board. Encourage comments from the class on whether the topics would make good informational nonfiction articles.

Independent Practice

10) Have each student outline a potential article, using one of the topics on the board. Ask them to list possible sources for information. Students should include in their outlines ideas for features such as photos and projects/questions.

Closing Activity

11) Ask students to identify one fact they learned from the selection. 

	Advanced Learner

	Materials Needed: Outlines from Independent Practice, paper, pencil or pen, and information sources for article writing

	Procedure: 

1) Tell students they will write an article based upon the outline they wrote for Independent Practice.
2) Give students time to find information sources and write their articles. 

3) Allow students to share their articles with the class, noting their sources of information and any features to be included.

	Struggling Learner

	Materials Needed: Several short selections—some informational nonfiction and some fiction

	Procedure: 

1) Have several nonfiction and fiction excerpts selected and ready to read to students.
2) Ask students to identify which ones are informational nonfiction. Discuss how they are able to tell which selections are fiction.
3) Ask students to suggest some features that could be added to the nonfiction articles.


*see supplemental resources
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