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	Reading Lesson: Author Techniques
	Grade Level: 6

	Lesson Summary: Students mix and match nouns and verbs in a personification exercise. Students write a character description for a movie using a simile and a metaphor. Advanced students write a poem or song personifying a planet. Struggling students read “Samuel’s Journey” and brainstorm similar similes.

	Lesson Objectives:  
 The students will know...
· that authors use various literary techniques to make their writing more interesting.

 The students will be able to…
· identify various literary techniques such as personification, imagery, similes, and metaphors.

	Learning Styles Targeted:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Visual
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Auditory
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Kinesthetic/Tactile


	Pre-Assessment:

1) Ask students to imagine their ideal bedroom and then use descriptive language that appeals to all of their senses to describe that room. Remind them that in addition to using visuals, they should include sounds, touch, and smells. 

2) Tell students that poetry appeals to our senses through using different kinds of imagery, similar to what they have written in their room descriptions. Read a poem that contains various types of imagery and challenge students to identify examples.

	Whole-Class Instruction

	Materials Needed: slips of paper, pencil and 2 boxes

	Procedure: 

Presentation

1) Explain that personification is another poetic devise that authors use when they give non-human things human qualities. They personify objects, concepts, and animals by pairing them with strong active verbs. Offer several examples, such as “the mirror winked,” “the sun yawned,” and “the dog laughed.” 

2) Ask students to write 4 nouns for objects and animals on slips of paper, and 4 strong verbs on slips of paper. Label two boxes “Nouns” and “Verbs” and have students deposit their slips. Then have students take turns picking one slip from the Noun box and one from the Verb box. Challenge them to personify their noun using the verb and write a sentence with both words.

Guided Practice

3) Model examples of similes for students, such as: “The giraffe is as tall as a redwood.” Tell them they will be creating similes using any two of the following adjectives: clear, sharp, brave, slippery, free, and cold. Dare them to compare two things in a fresh way instead of using tired similes like “sharp as a knife.”

4) Now remind students that metaphors describe one thing as something else. Ask students to think of how a person might resemble an animal and write a sentence using a metaphor. Model an example, such as: “My uncle is a monkey swinging from our jungle gym.”
Independent Practice

5) Tell students that they are directors who are casting the main character for their new movie. Have them write a character description using one simile and one metaphor. How would they describe this character? Ask pairs of students to read each other’s character descriptions and circle the simile and the metaphor.

Closing Activity

6) Have students use imagery to write a sentence describing their classroom or school.

	Advanced Learner

	Materials Needed: paper and pencil

	Procedure: 

1) Tell students that they will be writing a poem or song about a planet, either real or imaginary, using personification. Remind them to use strong, active verbs as they attribute human qualities to their planets.

2) Allow time for students to read their poems or sing their songs for the class.

	Struggling Learner

	Materials Needed: Copies of “Samuel’s Journey”*

	Procedure: 

1) Have three students volunteer to read aloud the following parts from Samuel’s Journey: narrator, Samuel, and his father. Ask the other students to raise their hands when they hear the simile in the story. 
2) Ask students how coyotes’ howls are like a tea pot’s whistle. What other similes can they brainstorm to describe the howls?


*see supplemental resources
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